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NEWSLETTER 
AUGUST 2018  

Greetings from West Yorkshire Churches Together 
  
Creation Time 2018 
1 September – 4 October 2018. 
Download resources to observe Creation Time or the Season of 
Creation 2018. Here CTBI has provided links to materials 
produced by the churches and other groups. 
A Rocha UK (A Rocha UK is a Christian charity working for the 
protection and restoration of the natural world.) 
It is encouraging churches to celebrate Creation Time 2018 by 
holding a "Green Communion" – that celebrates the wonder of 
God’s earth, expresses our gratitude for it through liturgy, songs 
and prayers, and recognises our responsibility to care for it. 
CAFOD – World Day Of Prayer for Care of Creation 
Pope Francis has established 1 September as the World Day of 
Prayer for the Care of Creation, calling the Catholic community 
around the world to pray for our common home. This September 
will be the fourth annual World Day of Prayer. CAFOD has 
produced ideas, liturgy and prayers to help you respond to Pope 
Francis’ call to care for the gift of God’s creation. 
Resources can be downloaded from the CAFOD website. /
continued 
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Church of England 
This year’s Creationtide resources include new morning, evening 
and all age liturgy; readings and discussion materials for each 
day; and a daily action sheet focused on food to guide you 
through the season. 
You can find more details and links to all the resources on the 
Creationtide website. www.seasonofcreation.org 
Eco-Congregation Scotland 
Material for Creation Time 2018 from Eco-Congregation Scotland 
comes from an ecumenical writing group, with contributors from 
the Church of Scotland, the Roman Catholic Church, the Salvation 
Army, the Scottish Episcopal Church, and the United Reformed 
Church (URC). It follows the theme of ‘Passing our Planet on: 
God’s Gift to us’, linking to Scotland’s Year of Young People and 
reflecting on passing the planet on from one generation to the 
next, and the gifts given to us by God to support and guide us in 
our care for creation. The resources include reflections on the 
readings for each Sunday, sermon thoughts, all age address ideas, 
and prayers and hymns. 
Season of Creation 
The Season of Creation website details activities and resources to 
celebrate the Season of Creation around the globe and is supported 
by an ecumenical steering committee and a coalition of partners, 
including the Anglican Communion Environmental Network, A Rocha 
International, Christian Aid, the Global Catholic Climate Movement, 
the Lutheran World Federation, World Evangelical Alliance (WEA), 
Lausanne/WEA Creation Care Network and the World Council of 
Churches (WCC). 
See the Season of Creation website (above) for more details. 
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Remembrance 2018: the end of WWI 
From Captain Jim Currin CA of CTE 

Many of you will know that 
there has been a coordinating 
group hosted by Hope 
Together collating various 
partners, including some 
member churches of CTE, to 
provide resources as we 
remember WWI. 
It has been a privilege to 
represent CTE around the 
table, not least as I know many 
hundreds of local groups of 

churches will be working 
together in the next few months, often in partnership with schools, 
Local Authorities, British Legion etc. so I am now reporting a 
significant development for you and your own intermediate and 
local networks to pass on. 
The particular development, is that many churches and individuals 
will be promoting prayer together for peace, hope and 
reconciliation, during the 100 days that will run up to November 
11th from August 4th. This replicates a call for prayer from King 
George V that preceded the Armistice in 1918 and for which new 
devotional material has been produced for use each day. Many 
key resources that are being made available through the 
dedicated website today: http://www.remembrance100.co.uk. / 
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/These include the facsimile soldiers Gospels produced in 2014, 
alongside many new resources that includes the booklet Silence, 
a film from Bible Society of the text used in Memorial Services, 
CofE Liturgies and prayers, School  lesson plans, group discussion 
material, and more resources to be added. 
Do keep check on the Remembrance 100 website. Alongside this 
new material is being added to the website that serves all our 
churches for Christian enquiries: http://www.christianity.org.uk. 
Do please keep promoting that for people who want to find out 
more about our faith and issues like peace, hope and 
reconciliation. 

#Doyouknowhim?  
Michael Hulland & Jim Hope from Skipton Churches Together 
spoke to the Wyct Forum in July about the #doyouknowhim? 
initiative last Lent.  After some well attended planning meetings, 
churches in Skipton came together one Sunday evening in 
January 2018 at St Andrew's Church to launch a missional project 
around the hashtag “Do You Know Him.” They spent  the next two 
months exploring Jesus through various services, prayers and 
outreach events. Every Saturday there was a #doyouknowHim? 
stand in Skipton. The churches followed a 10-week sermon series 
with inter-church small groups too and joint prayer events. The 
guest speaker at the launch service was Bishop Nick Baines. 
Churches used common banners and publicity to emphasise that 
this was a shared endeavour. The internet was used to reach out 
and encourage discussion. Other activities were arranged for 
families, and finally the churches won first prize for their float at 
Skipton Carnival! The question is now- what next? 
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Nuclear Disarmament 
A motion calling on the UK Government to restate its commitment 
to the principles of nuclear arms control and eventual nuclear 
disarmament has been backed by the General Synod of the 
Church of England. 

The Church of England joins the Baptist 
Union, Catholic Church, Church of 
Scotland, Free Churches Group, 
Methodist Conference, Quakers and the 
United Reformed Church in its 

opposition to nuclear arms. These churches called on the UK 
government to add its support for the United Nations (UN) Treaty 
on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons back in December 2017. 
 

Loving God and neighbour… in business? 
Saturday 13th October 2018 9:30am to 4:00pm 
A conference on faith and business for the north of England. 
Christians in business often feel unsupported at church and 
isolated at work. Work in business is part of God’s purpose for the 
world he created, loves and is restoring; yet business, like all of 
life, has been corrupted, so there are tough challenges. 
Our third Faith in Business conference asks what the commands of 
Jesus - to love God and neighbour - mean in competitive 
business. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/news/general-synod-calls-renewed-efforts-achieve-nuclear-disarmament
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/news/general-synod-calls-renewed-efforts-achieve-nuclear-disarmament
https://ctbi.org.uk/call-for-uk-government-to-sign-nuclear-ban-treaty/
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In the wake of the Carillion collapse, described by MPs as 
resulting from recklessness, hubris and greed, our top speakers 
and business people will share their experiences and invite your 
critical participation. There will be time to question, reflect, and 
discuss, to browse and to network over lunch and refreshments. 
Speakers 
Rebecca and Jonathan Cain: Organisational development 
consultant and coach; and engineering director turned priest. 
John Kirkby: Christians Against Poverty founder and reformed 
business owner. 
Stewart Davies: Business leader with over fifteen years’ MD / CEO 
experience. 
June Dennis: Dean of Staffordshire Business School. 
£50 including lunch and refreshments.  
Contact: karenwilliamsleeds@gmail.com. 
Bradford Cathedral, 1 Stott Hill, Bradford, BD1 4EH. 

The Geneva Bible 
The Joseph Winter Lecture is given every year in Wakefield in 
accordance with a bequest in memory of Joseph Winter of Durkar 
Methodist Church. The event is supported by Churches Together 
in Wakefield. A summary of this year’s lecture on the Geneva 
Bible given by Very Rev Iain Torrance,  Church of Scotland 
minister, theologian and academic and Pro-Chancellor of the 
University of Aberdeen can be found on our website in the Unity 
Post section: https://westyorkshirechurchestogether.com 

mailto:karenwilliamsleeds@gmail.com
https://westyorkshirechurchestogether.com
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Journey of the Magi – A festive, 
witty and thoroughly 
Christmassy event for your 
church 
Share the joy and wonder of Christmas 
with your church and local community 
through this exhilarating, critically 
acclaimed performance. With sparkle 
and songs to keep the children 
engrossed and bags of good humour 
for the grown-ups, Journey of the 

Magi delights audiences of all ages. The 
show offers a bridge between contemporary life and Jesus’s birth, 
portraying the journey that the wise men took 2000 years ago, 
whilst drawing hilarious and poignant parallels with our own 
preparations for Christmas day. 
"Fantastic production, full of life, colour and emotion. A really 
powerful piece of modern theatre with so many layers to touch 
and challenge our souls. Thank you." 
Rev Cameron Stirk, Emmanuel Methodist Barnsley 

Springs is inviting churches to host a performance of Journey of 
the Magi, which will be available nationally from 24th November 
to 23rd December 2018.  
Further information can be found on the Springs Dance Company 
website page https://springsdancecompany.org.uk/productions/
journey-of-the-magi/, by emailing 
touring@springsdancecompany.org.uk  
or by calling 07876 752 910 
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Celebrate 50 years of the Association of Interchurch Families 
October 13th – 14th 2018 at the Hayes, Swanwick, 
This special Jubilee Weekend will focus 
on the biblical theme of jubilee, combining 
the ideas of celebration and liberation. As 
well as worship and fellowship there is 
the opportunity to hear from and speak to a number of guests to 
the event including: 
Archbishop Bernard Longley 
Bishop Tim Thornton 
Dame Mary Tanner 
Bob Fyffe, General Secretary of CTBI 
Rev. Dr Paul Goodliff, General Secretary of CTE 
Dr Elizabeth Davies, Marriage Care 
Rev. Dr Callan Slipper, Ecumenical Officer for Church England.   
Professor Thomas Knieps Port le Roi 
There will be a special drinks reception and celebratory meal on 
the Saturday evening. Children are welcome and have a separate, 
but integrated, programme. 
More information 
Download the flyer or contact the AIF office. 

NEWS 
for 
The Methodist District News -click HERE-  
The latest Leeds Anglican Diocese Newsletter-click HERE 
Mirfield- events at the Centre and Community- click HERE 

http://www.yorkshirewestmethodist.org.uk
https://www.leeds.anglican.org/sites/default/files/128607%20leeds_insert_aug_2018%20no%20crop.pdf
https://www.mirfield.org.uk/news-events/
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LINKS OF INTEREST: 
JPIT YORKSHIRE 
The Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT) Yorkshire brings a Christian 
voice and vision to public issues that affect the people of 
Yorkshire -environment, social justice, politics 
It is the northern offshoot of national JPIT and is sponsored by the 
regional bodies of the Baptist, Methodist and United Reformed 
churches. You can find more on 
https://jointpublicissuesyorkshire.org.uk 
  
LEEDS J&P 
The long established Leeds Catholic Justice and Peace Group has 
a regular newsletter on these issues; Newsletter can be 
viewed here  

NETWORK LEEDS 
carries latest news, events, jobs and volunteering opportunities 
from across the Christian communities of Leeds https://
networkleeds.com/news 
  

NATIONAL 
Churches Together in England 
www.cte.org.uk 
Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 
https://ctbi.org.uk 

https://jointpublicissuesyorkshire.org.uk/
https://www.leedsjp.org.uk
https://networkleeds.com/news
https://networkleeds.com/news
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About us: WEST YORKSHIRE CHURCHES TOGETHER is the 
 county ecumenical or intermediate body for West Yorkshire-  the 
county and those parts which are covered by West Yorkshire 
Dioceses and Districts. Our website is at  
westyorkshirechurchestogether.com 
And our e-mail: westyorkshirect@icloud.com 
 WYCT was one year old on 1st January. We held our AGM in 
March. The "Forum" is the successor to the Council of West 
Yorkshire Church Leaders (WYEC) now WYCT. It meets three times 
a year, one meeting being residential.  
Tony Robinson, Bishop of Wakefield, is chair  
The Deputy Convenor is Bishop Tony Parry of the New Testament 
Church of God. 

A Prayer… 
Praise be to you, God of mercy;  
through Christ we know that you are nothing other than 
love. Increase in us the confidence that suffering and death 
do not have the last word, so that our lives become  a 
reflection of this hope. 
Taize 

http://westyorkshirechurchestogether.com
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This newsletter is produced by WYCT: Administrator Rev Nick Shields 
Our Administrator preached at the annual Unity 
Service in June at  Kirkburton Parish Church 
where the weather allowed a social afterwards in 
the Churchyard (left) We would be very pleased 
to receive your news- and photos- to include 
here. The Administrator is happy to preach/speak 
on Unity to your church/ group…. 

I would like to check and confirm that our mailing 
list is active and functioning: if you are receiving this as a Churches Together  
and have not already done so, could I therefore ask you to 
Reply to me (WYCT- this e-mail) to confirm this contact with your CT. Any other 
comments welcome. Do you have a website? Can WYCT glean some idea of 
your activities from it, or can you provide this information? 
if you do not at any time wish to receive these mailings, all you need do is e-
mail WYCT with as little as "Unsubscribe" in the message or header. If you are 
representing a body such as a Churches Together, please then nominate 
someone to take your place. Once again, our list is for WYCT information and 
contact purposes and is kept safe; it is NEVER passed to any other 
organisation, company or individual.  

Thanks for all you do for unity…


